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ortland businesses

helping students

- Students apply their
business savvy in the

real world
ROSE RICHARD
roser@vanguard.vg.pox.edu

The DPorcland Srate: Business

~Outreach Progrn Lelps body stu-
denes and Pordand businesses by un-
lizing the lnowledge scudents leamn
in-¢lasy o help new companics et
aff the grommd,

“luis a way o apply stall lesrmed
inachool; and they lile thar whart
they domateers in the life of o small
Lusiness.” said Brad Robertson.
direcror. of the Business Ourreach
Program.

Recently 2 proup of smdencs
witked for six weels oma project for

Bianca  Hein, pn‘ﬁif‘lﬁnr af a new
Business numed E-Trading Pose. She
enlisted the help af stodents o
lavnch a wew websive, v toad-
ingpost.eom, for people o harrer
goods and services at the low cost of
nnder %5 a month,

Hein used the talents of the stu-
dentg ar Porcland Srare becanse she
Felt, “after much sesearch, that. die
business school here had more
strengrh in information  sciences
than other Oregon business schools.
“We had a real good parenership.
Mot ore ides e e students had
suppested [ didm't use," she sdid.

Pew husinesses can utilize the
Business Crucveacls Programe al no
cost. The relationship is heneficial
hecangse borh stiudents and business
profit from the program,

See E-TRADE page 5
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Students receive course credin and valuable expetience; and
the businesses can potentially save thousands of dollars in srarr-
L[P Loals,

Hein zaid she saved a greac deal of money by using scudents
te outfit her website with praphics and Tava code instead of 4
websice builder, which would have cast thousands,

Gabe Adolfl a Porcdand Stace student who helped with the
project, has already henefited from his involvement. He wrote
several press releases and helped with the rechnical writing
inyolved with a procedurcs manual. He recently sold an asiicle
a business journal.

“The website is good for business sendents™ he said, “They
wan look for jobs there.™

Doug Miller, a computer seience student, said i an é-tead-
ingpost.com press release; “when you work on areal producr for
a real enstomer, you can't shake the fecling thar everyrhing you
do nialters.”
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The Business Ourreach Program was starced by the Schoal of |
Business Administration in 1994, Tr has offices an campus and
two offices eff-campus an the east side ol lown, |

According to the program’s website, its “goal is o proyide
long-term mentoting relatianships with start-up and emerging
businesses.” Some ol the services the program offers include
accounting, marker rescarch, inventary control systemns and peI-
sonnel policies,

Mentaring is snother important highlizhr of the program,
The websire says thar “mentoring under this program may span
years and is expecied to pass through several phases as the rela-
tienship develops and the needs of the company change.”

Both graduate and underpraduare stdents pardicipate in the
program. The student “teams” do all due work, including running
the two off-campus ollices in northeasr and sourhease Portand,
The office in northeast Pardand offers a computer Jab lor com-
munity members, The lab iy seaffed by PAU students who als
teach Windows and Internet courses,

The Business Outreach Progran gives credir for Managenient
408 or the Univemity Studies Capsone,




